Molecular size characterization of bacterial capsular polysaccharide vaccines by high performance liquid chromatography.
Bacterial capsular polysaccharides are major virulence factors and some are used as vaccinal antigens. Their molecular size is an important physicochemical criterion which correlates with immunogenicity. This article describes a new application of high performance liquid chromatography (HPLC), based on molecular sieving, for such an evaluation. This HPLC method is rapid, accurate, reproducible, requires only very low amounts of product and presents good correlation with conventional gel permeation chromatography.